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Dear Carol Ann McCormic:
I am the Manager of the Museum of Peter Stolypin Omsk agrarian University history.

I have the honour to inform you the following information about the wanted you Boris Ivanovich Kravtsev.

Boris Ivanovich Kravtsev (otherwise – Kravtsov, Kravtzev, Kravtzov, Krawtzew, Krawtzow, Kravtsev a.s.f.), hereinafter designated as B.I. Kravtsev around 1929, was a graduate student of the Department of Phytopathologia of the Siberian Institute of Agriculture and Forestry in Omsk (since 1933 - the Siberian Institute of agriculture; today - Peter Stolypin Omsk agrarian University). In the 1920's and early 1930's in numerous expeditions to the South  of Tomsk oblast, to Northern Kazakhstan, Khakassia, Altai, to the Sayan mountains, in the valleys of the Vasyugan and Chulym worked the well-known Russian mycologists K.E. Murashkinsky, N.I. Lavrov, M.K. Ziling, V.P. Dravert and B.I. Kravtsev.

B.I. Kravtsev was born in Omsk in 1902. In 1933 he worked on fungal diseases of Siberian fir (Lat. Abies). I know his small work Fungal disease of Siberian fir. (Omsk, edited in The Siberian Institute of Agriculture and Forestry, 1933 = In Russ.: Кравцев Б. И. Грибные болезни сибирской пихты. Омск, изд. Сибирского института сельского хозяйства и лесоводства, 1933.). It is a list of fungi, mycological using wood as a substrate. According to Kravtzev (1933), contamination of Siberian fir in Siberia reached 86%. The book was written in the Phytopathological laboratory by January 1, 1933.

It was not any special study. For a number of years B.I. Kravtsev was working in Western Siberia on forest taxation along with the implementation of the main tasks of collecting material for diseases of Siberian fir. In 1924 small mycological charges were incurred by him in Oyrotia (since 1937 - Gorny Altai Autonomous region, Russian Federation), in 1927 in the Biysk district (forests of the Mountain Altai), in 1929 in the former Achinsk district (Tisulsky rayon) and the former Tarsky district (Tarsky rayon and Ust-Ishim rayon), in 1930 and 1931 in the former Kuznetsk district within Gornaya Shoria and Kuznetsk areas and in the former Tomsk district along the river Chulym, in 1932 in the Sayan mountains and the Kuznetsk Alatau (Khakass Autonomous region and former Minusinsky district). In the former Kuznetsk district, where fir was distributed large arrays, were collected the largest number of instances.

Apart from his fees and observations Kravtsev partially used Professor Konstantin Evgenyevich Murashkinsky’s herbarium (K.E. Murashkinsky’s fees and his employees in Altai, Sayan and in the former Tarsky district), and in some small way handwritten and herbarium material M.F. Tselishcheva, who  worked in the Taiga experimental station (near the railway station Taiga, the Tomsk railroad) in 1929 by examining the process of the destruction of the stumps and roots of the plantations and, in particular, surveyed the destruction of fir.

Not all found mushrooms covered from the point of view of their harmfulness. Far from sufficient completeness were and mycological fees. Corneille Antoine Jean Abraham Oudemans in Enumeratio systematica fungorum (vol. V, 1924) for Abies alba gave (for shafts or barrels) to 170 species; Arthur Bliss Seymour in Host Index of Fungi of North America, 1929, for Abies balsamea indicated to 135 species.

However, according to Kravtsev, a no full study of fungal diseases of the Siberian fir justified also a publication of incomplete surveys. Kravtsev seemed appropriate in addition to forest-phytopathological data listing of all the fungi on the Siberian fir in Siberia, including those that have not yet been surveyed for their economic value.

Processing of the above-mentioned material was produced in the Phytopathological Laboratory of the Siberian Institute of Agriculture and Forestry under the guidance and direct participation of Professor K.E. Murashkinsky.

B.I. Kravtsev is not listed in the list of scientific workers of the city of Omsk for the 1929. However, the only his photograph in the historical album of the Department is dated 1929 year. Today Kravtsev’s personal file is kept in Record Historical Office of the Omsk area: The Siberian Institute of Agriculture and Forestry, Fund № 492, Archived file № 4117 (1928-1930).

Unfortunately, until about the fate Kravtsev I know nothing.

At the same time I have an educated guess that he was the son of a mining engineer and known Omsk private employer Ivan Pavlovich Kravtsov and known Omsk businesswoman Sophia Filippovna Kravtsova (Izergina). 

This Boris Ivanovich Kravtsev was born in Omsk in 1902. He graduated there from the eighth grade of the gymnasium. On February 18, 1920 was arrested by the Cheka and sentenced Omsk provincial Cheka on 13-14 of April, 1920 on charges of escaping from the Soviet power. He was also convicted in the evacuation with the white army and he was found guilty of issuance of the Soviet party officials (members of the underground) the government of Admiral A.V. Kolchak. Kravtsev was sentenced to 6 months of the concentration camp, but was released under an Amnesty in May 5, 1920. Rehabilitated on February 15, 1993 by law. 
Unfortunately, until about the fate Kravtsev I know nothing.

It is also known that his sister Nadezhda Ivanovna Kravtseva finished in the 1930’s, Omsk agricultural Institute (former The Siberian Institute of Agriculture and Forestry) and for a long time worked as a plant breeder for the Altai experimental station.

And else. Please, How do you know about B.I. Kravtsev? Was he in America for any time?
Oleg Anatolyevich Milishchenko

Please, send your correspondence to this address: E-mail: oleg_milichenko@mail.ru

Look my Museum site if You like: http://story-sibaka.ucoz.ru/; http://sibaka-today.ucoz.ru/
MANY THANKS!!!

Sorry for my English.

